PONDER ON THIS

Introduction
On August 13, 2010, the Declaration of the Algon-Nish-Wawiyeya (Algonquin Peoples Circle) was drafted. The following day, at Whitefish Lake, Algonquin Park, many gathered around a sacred fire lit by Robert Lavallee, and kept by Michael Boldt. Our initial circle was held at Grandfather William Commanda’s lodge in Kitigan Zibi, with our sacred firekeeper, Peter Decontie. There will be many more circles to come.
Algon-Nish-Wawiyeya  is now open to all Algonquins and supporters of Algonquins, for the preservation of the continued existence of the Algonquin peoples. We will communicate developments of this circle on 7algonquinhunters.com, under the title “Ponder On This”. We are joining this circle with an ongoing circle of 13 Algonquin Grandmothers, as a constant reminder to be guided by spiritual teachings, the sacred fire and individual commitment to the circle.

Below is a reproduction of the Declaration. If you wish to sign it, please send an email to spiritualelders@hotmail.com. The next circle will be on Saturday, September 18, 2010 in McDonald’s Corners (near Perth, Ontario), and you are invited. Directions will be posted one week prior to the circle on 7algonquinhunters.com.

An esoteric teaching offers the following inspirational view:

“The reorganization of the world intensifies all forces of the cosmos. If humanity would understand that reorganization requires the striving of spirit, it would be easy to establish balance in the world. But the nations do not ponder about what to place upon the scales and where the balance is; hence the chaos of thinking which is so destructive to humanity, and thus the shifted nations sink to the depths without taking measures for spiritual transfiguration. Therefore, it is time to consider the affirmation of spiritual quests.

When the cosmic perturbations require a powerful tension, humanity must know where to look for the center of salvation. Therefore the quest of a spiritual center will lead unavoidably to the Creative Force. 
Humanity has lost the urgent formula of salvation. Hence, the anchor of salvation is the focus of the creative Force. Only a conscious quest and the affirmation of the creative Force will afford salvation”.

Ensure the future of the seven generations to come. 
Ponder on this. 
ALGONQUIN NATION DECLARATION

Algon–Nish-Wawiyeya

We are Algonquin Indigenous People – Anishinabeg.

We come together in Wawiyeya on behalf of our Nation, to build consensus of the Algonquin Nation, Québec and Ontario, on entitlement to land, resources and the right to hunt and fish in our traditional ancestral land of the Algonquins.  We are mindful of the initiative of Mr. Robert Potts, identified as the Principal Negotiator for the Algonquin Nation Representative (ANR), which has been negotiating with the Province of Ontario based on the Protocol Agreement of March 25th, 2004 and the published mandate of the ANR's.

We are deeply concerned regarding this negotiating process as it is unrepresentative of the Algonquin Nation, does not enjoy the mandate of critical Algonquin communities and moves forward to diminish proper entitlement to lands, resources, royalties and the right to hunt and fish in traditional ancestral lands.

The attempted imposition of an electoral process (ANR), contrary to the traditions and customs of the Algonquin Nation is imposing conditions of life on the group calculated to bring about its physical destruction, which naturally flows from conspiracy to limit the land base, deprive the group of entitlement to natural resources, and exclude the group from its natural hunting and fishing territories upon which the group has depended for centuries for its continued growth and survival.

We declare that the exclusion of Algonquin individuals and communities in the present negotiation process with Ontario and Canada makes the process complicit in the long term strategy of all levels of government to continue to divide and conquer all native people in the territory known as Canada.

We pledge to work in this circle with the traditional custom, ceremony and spiritual practices of the Anishinabeg to bring to the attention of all levels of government and principal negotiators the essential core issues which must be addressed in order to achieve a proper reconciliation and eventual agreement between the Algonquin Nation and the Crown, in its various expressions.

We assert solidarity and acceptance with all the principles of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, adopted by General Assembly Resolution 61/295 on 13th September 2007 and call upon the present flawed land negotiation process to incorporate into their deliberations.

In particular, we emphasize and underline the following statements and principles enunciated in the UN Declaration, which are specifically applicable to the land negotiation process, as follows:

“Affirming that indigenous peoples are equal to all other peoples, while recognizing the right of all peoples to be different, to consider themselves different, and to be respected as such,

Affirming also that all peoples contribute to the diversity and richness of civilizations and cultures, which constitute the common heritage of humankind,

Affirming further that all doctrines, policies and practices based on or advocating superiority of peoples or individuals on the basis of national origin or racial, religious, ethnic or cultural differences are racist, scientifically false, legally invalid, morally condemnable and socially unjust,

Reaffirming that indigenous peoples, in the exercise of their rights, should be free from discrimination of any kind,

Concerned that indigenous peoples have suffered from historic injustices as a result of, inter alia, their colonization and dispossession of their lands, territories and resources, thus preventing them from exercising, in particular, their right to development in accordance with their own needs and interests,

Recognizing the urgent need to respect and promote the inherent rights of indigenous peoples which derive from their political, economic and social structures and from their cultures, spiritual traditions, histories and philosophies, especially their rights to their lands, territories and resources,

Recognizing also the urgent need to respect and promote the rights of indigenous peoples affirmed in treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements with States,

Welcoming the fact that indigenous peoples are organizing themselves for political, economic, social and cultural enhancement and in order to bring to an end all forms of discrimination and oppression wherever they occur,

Convinced that control by indigenous peoples over developments affecting them and their lands, territories and resources will enable them to maintain and strengthen their institutions, cultures and traditions, and to promote their development in accordance with their aspirations and needs,

Recognizing that respect for indigenous knowledge, cultures and traditional practices contributes to sustainable and equitable development and proper management of the environment,

Emphasizing the contribution of the demilitarization of the lands and territories of indigenous peoples to peace, economic and social progress and development, understanding and friendly relations among nations and peoples of the world,

Recognizing in particular the right of indigenous families and communities to retain shared responsibility for the upbringing, training, education and well-being of their children, consistent with the rights of the child,

Considering that the rights affirmed in treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements between States and indigenous peoples are, in some situations, matters of international concern, interest, responsibility and character,

Considering also that treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements, and the relationship they represent, are the basis for a strengthened partnership between indigenous peoples and States,

Acknowledging that the Charter of the United Nations, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (2) and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,2 as well as the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action,(3) affirm the fundamental importance of the right to self-determination of all peoples, by virtue of which they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development,

Bearing in mind that nothing in this Declaration may be used to deny any peoples their right to self-determination, exercised in conformity with international law,

Convinced that the recognition of the rights of indigenous peoples in this Declaration will enhance harmonious and cooperative relations between the State and indigenous peoples, based on principles of justice, democracy, respect for human rights, non-discrimination and good faith,

Encouraging States to comply with and effectively implement all their obligations as they apply to indigenous peoples under international instruments, in particular those related to human rights, in consultation and cooperation with the peoples concerned, 

Recognizing that the situation of indigenous peoples varies from region to region and from country to country and that the significance of national and regional particularities and various historical and cultural backgrounds should be taken into consideration, 

Article 3
Indigenous peoples have the right to self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.

Article 4
Indigenous peoples, in exercising their right to self-determination, have the right to autonomy or self-government in matters relating to their internal and local affairs, as well as ways and means for financing their autonomous functions.

Article 5
Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their distinct political, legal, economic, social and cultural institutions, while retaining their right to participate fully, if they so choose, in the political, economic, social and cultural life of the State.

Article 8
1. Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right not to be subjected to forced assimilation or destruction of their culture.
2. States shall provide effective mechanisms for prevention of, and redress for:
(a) Any action which has the aim or effect of depriving them of their integrity as distinct peoples, or of their cultural values or ethnic identities;
(b) Any action which has the aim or effect of dispossessing them of their lands, territories or resources;
(c) Any form of forced population transfer which has the aim or effect of violating or undermining any of their rights;
(d) Any form of forced assimilation or integration;
(e) Any form of propaganda designed to promote or incite racial or ethnic discrimination directed against them.

Article 9
Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right to belong to an indigenous community or nation, in accordance with the traditions and customs of the community or nation concerned. No discrimination of any kind may arise from the exercise of such a right.

Article 10
Indigenous peoples shall not be forcibly removed from their lands or territories. No relocation shall take place without the free, prior and informed consent of the indigenous peoples concerned and after agreement on just and fair compensation and, where possible, with the option of return.

Article 11
1. Indigenous peoples have the right to practise and revitalize their cultural traditions and customs. This includes the right to maintain, protect and develop the past, present and future manifestations of their cultures, such as archaeological and historical sites, artefacts, designs, ceremonies, technologies and visual and performing arts and literature.
2. States shall provide redress through effective mechanisms, which may include restitution, developed in conjunction with indigenous peoples, with respect to their cultural, intellectual, religious and spiritual property taken without their free, prior and informed consent or in violation of their laws, traditions and customs.

Article 18
Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision-making in matters which would affect their rights, through representatives chosen by themselves in accordance with their own procedures, as well as to maintain and develop their own indigenous decision-making institutions.

Article 19
States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples concerned through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free, prior and informed consent before adopting and implementing legislative or administrative measures that may affect them.

Article 20
1. Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and develop their political, economic and social systems or institutions, to be secure in the enjoyment of their own means of subsistence and development, and to engage freely in all their traditional and other economic activities.
2. Indigenous peoples deprived of their means of subsistence and development are entitled to just and fair redress. 

Article 25
Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their distinctive spiritual relationship with their traditionally owned or otherwise occupied and used lands, territories, waters and coastal seas and other resources and to uphold their responsibilities to future generations in this regard.

Article 26
1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, territories and resources which they have traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired.
2. Indigenous peoples have the right to own, use, develop and control the lands, territories and resources that they possess by reason of traditional ownership or other traditional occupation or use, as well as those which they have otherwise acquired.
3. States shall give legal recognition and protection to these lands, territories and resources. Such recognition shall be conducted with due respect to the customs, traditions and land tenure systems of the indigenous peoples concerned.

Article 27
States shall establish and implement, in conjunction with indigenous peoples concerned, a fair, independent, impartial, open and transparent process, giving due recognition to indigenous peoples’ laws, traditions, customs and land tenure systems, to recognize and adjudicate the rights of indigenous peoples pertaining to their lands, territories and resources, including those which were traditionally owned or otherwise occupied or used. Indigenous peoples shall have the right to participate in this process.

Article 28
1. Indigenous peoples have the right to redress, by means that can include restitution or, when this is not possible, just, fair and equitable compensation, for the lands, territories and resources which they have traditionally owned or otherwise occupied or used, and which have been confiscated, taken, occupied, used or damaged without their free, prior and informed consent.
2. Unless otherwise freely agreed upon by the peoples concerned, compensation shall take the form of lands, territories and resources equal in quality, size and legal status or of monetary compensation or other appropriate redress.

Article 30
1. Military activities shall not take place in the lands or territories of indigenous peoples, unless justified by a relevant public interest or otherwise freely agreed with or requested by the indigenous peoples concerned.
2. States shall undertake effective consultations with the indigenous peoples concerned, through appropriate procedures and in particular through their representative institutions, prior to using their lands or territories for military activities.

Article 32
1. Indigenous peoples have the right to determine and develop priorities and strategies for the development or use of their lands or territories and other resources.
2. States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples concerned through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free and informed consent prior to the approval of any project affecting their lands or territories and other resources, particularly in connection with the development, utilization or exploitation of mineral, water or other resources.
3. States shall provide effective mechanisms for just and fair redress for any such activities, and appropriate measures shall be taken to mitigate adverse environmental, economic, social, cultural or spiritual impact.

Article 33
1. Indigenous peoples have the right to determine their own identity or membership in accordance with their customs and traditions. This does not impair the right of indigenous individuals to obtain citizenship of the States in which they live.
2. Indigenous peoples have the right to determine the structures and to select the membership of their institutions in accordance with their own procedures.

Article 34
Indigenous peoples have the right to promote, develop and maintain their institutional structures and their distinctive customs, spirituality, traditions, procedures, practices and, in the cases where they exist, juridical systems or customs, in accordance with international human rights standards.

Article 35
Indigenous peoples have the right to determine the responsibilities of individuals to their communities. 

Article 38
States in consultation and cooperation with indigenous peoples, shall take the appropriate measures, including legislative measures, to achieve the ends of this Declaration. 

Article 43
The rights recognized herein constitute the minimum standards for the survival, dignity and well-being of the indigenous peoples of the world.” 

We declare that particular emphasis must be given to Articles 8, 9 and 10 and Articles 18 through 38 enumerated herein in order for the minimum standards spoken of in Article 43 to inject a truthful and meaningful negotiation between the Crown(s)  and the Algonquin Nation.

We pledge to maintain our solidarity in the Algon-Nish-Wawiyeya and to work tirelessly to ensure the implementation of these principles of the UN Declaration and this Declaration to safeguard the rights and entitlements of the Algonquin Nation for the future seven generations.



Affirming our signature we so PLEDGE.

Dated ___ of ________, 2010.

Signed:  
____________________________                        ____________________________
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